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TRAFFIC ENGINEERING MUST PROVE ITS WORTH 


President Marsh write that a few days ago, he heard a 
prominent, highly educated business executive question the value 
of traffic safety and traffic engineering work. His questioning 
did not decrease the value of this work one iota, but it did in- 
dicate the need of "selling our wares" to the public. Mr. Marsh 
comments that - "Results are what count. The most effective pro- 
motional material is that which shows definite measureble progress. 
I hope, therefore, that 411 of our members sre seeking to develop 
as many measurable evidences of their progress as possible". 


It is important, that the Institute have readily available 
factual information indicating the results of traffic engineering 
work. The officers sre anxious to submit a summary of data of this 
nature at our coming annual meeting. Won't you send, as soon as 
possible, to President Marsh or Secretary Simpson any tables, 
charts or other material which you have or can prepare, showing 
the reduction of accidents or the improvement of treffic conditions, 
resulting from treffic engineering work in your vicinity. 


INCREASE INTEREST IN THE INSTITUTE 


The Traffic Institute is endeavoring to prove the velue 
of safety engineering activities, and to take its place as an 
important and necessery professional organization. To accomplish 
this aim it is essential that we keep municipal officials, and in- 
stitutions of learning and research advised of our activities which 
can be of value to them. A short time ago Secretary Simpson sent 
copies of the May Traffic Digest to more than 200 libraries and 
colleges with a letter urging them to become reguler subscribers. 
He can furnish any member with sample copies of the Digest to 
distribute personally to potentiel subscribers or if members yill 
send names of persons or institutions whom they think will be in- 
terested, Mr. Simpson will be glad to write them, sending a copy 
of the Digest. 

HELP #IDEN THE INTEREST IN OUR ORGANIZATION 
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ANNUAL MEETING TO HAVE MANY INTERESTING FEATURES 


Vice President McIntyre, Chairman of the Program Com- 
mittee, for the Annual Meeting, has given us advenced information 
regerding some of the interesting features which are being de- 
veloped. One of these will be an illustreted t+1k by Mr. E. W. 
James, Chief of the Division of Highway Transport of the Bureau of 
Public Roads, regarding some research studies recently made in 
cooperétion with the Bureau of Standards to determine the most 
effective sign colors, and to decide many other importent points 
concerning sign design. The study also included the use of re- 
flector buttons at night, and some interesting results were obteined 


There will also be a presentation of the prindipal 
features of the Manuel on Traffic signs, Signels and Islends, which 
is now being revised and amplified by e Committee representing the 
National Conference on Street and Highway Safety and the Association 
of State Highway Officiels. This is en immensely practical treffic 
engineering subject, and the opinions of the members of the In- 
stitute will be solicited et our Annual Meeting. 


ATTENDANCE AT ANNUAL MEETING 


It is hoped that members of the institute are making 
their plans now to attend the Annusl Meeting which will be held in 
Chicego during the first week of October. In addition, it would 
seem highly cesireble to extend invitstions tc non-members of the 
Institute who are interested in the subject of traffic engineering. 
Secretary Simpson will be gled to have each member furnish him with 
a list of those to whom they would like to have invitations 
forwarded. 


NOMINATIONS FOR INSTITUTE OFFICERS 
. On June 390th, the Secretary will meil copies of the | | 
= official nominating ballot to all MEWBERS and ASSOCIATE MEMBERS. 

= Nominations for President, Secretary-Treasurer, and two Directors 

are required tais year. All ballots are to be filled in and re- 

turned to the Secretary not later than July 3lst. Reference to the 

list of MEMBERS in the membership roster will be of assistance in 
indicating tnose who are eligible for these offices. Cooperation 

fo a in promptly filling out and returning the nominating ballot will 

i be grestly appreciated. 


INSTITUTE MEMBERSHIP ROSTER 


An up-to-date membership roster of the Institute is being ("4 
sent herewith. Wie hope you will find it of use. The revised lists 
will be sent hereafter at irregular intervils, as changes in member- 
ship and addresses warrant. Please preserve this list until it is 
superseded. 
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MEMBERSHIP CLASSIFICATION 


There are undoubtedly a number of Associate Members of 
the Institute who since taeir admission to the organization have 
had additional training or engineering experience that will qualify 
them for full membership. It is important that everyone in this 
group file witn the Chairman of the Membership Committee, Mr. Sarl 
Reeder, 20 North Wacker Drive, Chicago, his application for trans- 
fer together, with information regarding his additional qualifica- 
tions. 


COMMITTEE ON PROFESSIONAL CURRICULUM 
R. L. Morrison, Professor of Highway Engineering and Highway 3 
TranSport, University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, Michigan a 


At the present time this Committee has developed an 
outline of proposed subjects to be suggested for inclusion in a 
college course in engineering. They are also preparing a list of 
research projects, which may be conducted by engineering students. 
To assist the Committee in prepsring these two groups of material 
Professor Morrison will be pleased to receive from Institute mem- 
bers suggestions or data which may be included. 


ENGINEERING AND TRAFFIC 


Maxwell Halsey cslls attention t> additional indication 
of the use of engineers in connection with traffic study and con- 
trol activities. He points out that the Goverror's Committee on 
Street and Highway Safety of Massachusetts, which has for sometime 
employed an engineer for work among Massachusetts Cities, has 
increased its staff by employing another engineer - a civil 
engineer, graduate of Harvard. 


INCKEASE THE MILBAGE 


On page 12 of Printers’ Ink for March 50, 19535, Mr. 
Charles F. Kettering, Vice President, General Motors Corporation 
states - "There is enough energy in a gallon of gasoline to drive 
a car from Detroit to Chicago (a distance of 272 miles) if we could 
only utilize it all. Are we goinz to be satisfied with the 10% 
efficiency we now obtain? I don't believe so". 


Mr. Kettering apparently had in mind a relatively very 
efficient car for present gasoline consumption, as it would have 


to go 27 miles on a gullon of gasoline. He strikes a keynote, - 


however, which has 2 very definite meaning to every traffic en- 
gineer. We should not be satisfied with the present efficiency 
of our work. We must aim to increase our mileage. 
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COMMITTEE ON TERMINOLOGY AND NOMENCLATURE 
T. M. Matson, Chairman, Acting Traffic Engineer, 
557 City Hall, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 


This Committee is working in close harmony with the Joint 
Committee on Signs, Signals, Markings and Islands, in defining the 
terms which will be used in the Joint Committee report. Already 
fifty terms have been submitted to the Committee for definition. 
In addition the Committee is prepering terminology required in con- 
nection with the proper classification of street and highway acci- 
dents. Every effort is being made to prepare a rather complete 
list of proposed terminology for consideration of the Institute 
Members at the next annual meeting. 


COMMITTEE ON POLICY 
Dr. Miller McClintock, Director, 
albert Russel &Srskine Bureau for Street Traffic Research, 
Harvard University, Cambridge, Massachusetts 


The membership of this important Committee, which has 


| recently been appointed, is as follows: 


Harold S. Butterheim E. P. Goodrich Guy Kelcey 
Lewis W. McIntyre Roger L. Morrison L. E. Peabody 
Burton W. Marsh W. F. Rosenwald Hawley S. Simpson 


Among the items referred to tnis Committee for considera- 
tion may be listed briefly: 


1. Definition of the appropriate scope and field 
of the Institute. 


2. Consideration of the present type of organiza- 
tion and the possibility of affiliation with one of 
the founder engineering societies. 


5. Development of a reasonably comprehensive 
program of activities for the next few years incluad- 
ing perhaps. 

a. Development of detailed engineering 
Specifications and standards. 

b. Development of an Institute's Handbook. 

c. Development of reports and papers 
explaining scientific methods. 

d. Conduct or colloboration in traffic 
research. 


4. Consideration wita the Finance and Auditing 
Committee on methods of more adequately financing 
the Institute's activities. 


5. Metaods of promoting the science of traffic 
engineering among officials, and the public. 
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